
 
 

 



 
  

Dear participant, 

We are very happy that you have come to join us at our conference ‘Old wine, new bottles? The transforming discipline 

of intelligence collection’. The Netherlands Intelligence Studies Association (NISA) is glad that so many interesting 

speakers and participants have come to gather at our international conference of 21 November 2019. 

As an association of former intelligence practitioners, academics, and other members with an interest in the intelligence 

practice, NISA was established in 1991 to further knowledge about intelligence and security related topics. The main 

aim is to exchange views and to encourage informed debate about intelligence and security services. One of the ways 

in which NISA does this is by organising international conferences, such as the one today. 

Today’s topic, in our view, lies at the heart of the intelligence studies: we are discussing the trade as such. Since their 

institutionalisation, intelligence and security services have developed and trained themselves in unique human and 

technological collection processes to obtain specific shielded information of interest to them. Particularly after the Cold 

War, when their legitimate existence was challenged in many Western democracies, it was this unique collection 

capability that defined their identity; it set them apart from any other branch of government. But now, as the 21st century 

is progressing, we observe massive changes in the global security architecture and the field of intelligence. Punctuated 

by 9/11, this century saw the emergence of new threats and new actors, with terrorism becoming the main security 

concern. This, alongside technological developments and new global governance norms in democracies, has changed 

the security environment. The Intelligence Community has had to adapt to this new environment, its new roles within 

national security, and the wider global changes. As a result, its tradecraft, most notably intelligence collection, has 

undergone significant changes. 

This raises many questions. Are intelligence collection disciplines totally different from the 20th century; are sigint and 

humint qualitatively different activities now than two decades ago? Have their fundamentals changed, has their role in 

the entire intelligence production process? In our view, the time has come to take stock of where the intelligence 

community stands in terms of collection. There is a need for a wide and comprehensive overview of the development 

of intelligence collection – it is not possible to compartmentalise this from broader societal changes, and from changes 

in different collection disciplines; all the issues are closely intertwined. 

We hope to explore what these geopolitical, technological, and societal transformations actually consist of and what 

their impact on intelligence collection is. In order to do so, we are honoured that a variety of speakers has joined us 

today. We hoped to bring together men and women from various academic and professional disciplines, various parts 

of the world, and in various stages of their careers in order to have as many different perspectives on the transforming 

trade of intelligence collection as possible. In keynote sessions, plenary presentations, and break-out sessions, and in 

a final panel debate and discussion with all participants, and of course over coffee, lunch, and drinks, we hope to 

address many aspects of this complex question. 

We hope it will be an exciting and fruitful day for all of us. Thanks again for joining us and we hope to keep seeing you 

on NISA and other events in this field. 

Enjoy your stay! 

Warm regards, 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
   



 
 

 


